
 



GATHERING MUSIC 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  God of our hearts,  
C:  we are here! 

L:  We’ve come with thirsty hearts,  
C:  praying that your Word will satisfy us. 

L:  We come with aching hearts,  
C:  praying for good news to comfort us. 

L:  We come with overflowing hearts,  
C:  praying for a chance to share your love. 

L:  You, who know our hearts and hear our prayers,  
C:  be with us now in this time of worship. Amen. 
 

 
GATHERING SONG   #807 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love, 
teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove. 

Here I raise my Ebenezer: “Hither by thy help I've come”; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand'ring from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; 
let that grace now like a fetter bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. 
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

The Assembly is invited to have a dish of water ready for the baptismal remembrance 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation.  

C:  Amen.  

L:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

L:  Great are you, O God, for you have chosen water to give life and water to preserve it. In the 
beginning you separated chaos from creation and land from sea. But you sent rain to care for 
grain grown in the ground. Great are you, O God.  

C:  Great are you, O God. 



L:  When the Israelites ran from slavery, the Red Sea blocked them like a prison door; but you turned 
the sea into salvation. Great are you, O God.  

C:  Great are you, O God. 

L:  When disease ate the flesh of the warrior Naaman, you used gentle water and a word to 
cleanse him. Great are you, O God.  

C:  Great are you, O God. 

L:  You washed the feet of your friends, when nobody else respected them. You made mud in your 
hand to open the eyes of a man nobody noticed. You chose to speak to a woman who chose 
the loneliest hour to visit the well; and you gave her a thirst for your unquenchable promise. 
Great are you, O God.  

C:  Great are you, O God. 

L:  When we despise the water that floods farmland and house; when we beg for water as the 
ground cracks; when we fear the disease  spread by the vapor we breathe— You are still great, 
because you have made water the agent of healing and hope. Great are you, O God.  

C:  Great are you, O God. Amen. 

L:  Now, take your dish in your hands as we bless the waters we share.  
   God of Love, all water is a sign of the goodness you create: the rivers that flow in our state; the 

waters that pool beneath the ground; and oceans that ring our planet; the water that fills our 
skin, our blood, our bones. Bless this water we have gathered as a sign of your blessing, for this 
water binds us to your promise, your eternal word; it is the wellspring of love for the world you 
have made. People of God, repeat after me:  

L:  We try to cross the distance,  C:  We try to cross the distance,  
L:  but we are still alone.  C:  but still we are alone. 
L:  We try to wash our hands of trouble,  C:  we try to wash our hands of trouble, 
L:  but only you can cleanse the soul.  C:  but only you can cleanse the soul. 
L:  You pour out salvation.  C:  You pour out salvation. 
L:  You refresh the weary.  C:  You refresh the weary. 
L:  You have died and risen.  C:  You have died and risen. 
L:  My grave will not hold me.  C:  My grave will not hold me. 

L:  Hear now the promise of the one who died and rose again: Our graves will not hold us. We will 
see the ones we love and the ones we have lost. We will hold each other close and we will share 
the cup of life.  

C:  Alleluia! Amen. 

L:  Wherever you are, use this water to mark the sign of the cross on your forehead. And 
remember— this is the great promise of baptism: Christ was born a human to die like one, too; 
Christ lives today so we may never die.  

C:  Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE          #453 “Baptized and Set Free” 

We are people created, chosen by God. 
Then we're washed, ever gently, in mercy and love. 

Sin has power no more. Jesus opened the door  
to a fountain bringing healing, and wholeness and more. 



We are nourished by water, all living things, 
and by life that the Spirit abundantly brings. 

As we journey toward home, may your presence be known:  
precious river, ever-flowing, now carry us home. 

Now with praise and thanksgiving, we join the song.  
All are welcome! We gather to sing loud and strong. 
Not enslaved, but set free! From now on, all will be 
one in Jesus, one in water, baptized and set free.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us 
this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Exodus 17:1-7. From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’  
  Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’  
  But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, 
‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’  
  So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.’  
  The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with 
you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in 
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.’ 
  Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’ 
 
Psalm 65:1-2, 5-13 

L:  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed,  
C:  O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come. 

L:  By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; 
    you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 
C:  By your strength you established the mountains; you are girded with might. 

L:  You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples.  
C:  Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 
    you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

L:  You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; 
    the river of God is full of water; you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 
C:  You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,  
    softening it with showers, and blessing its growth. 

  



L:  You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
C:  The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 

L:  the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain,  
    they shout and sing together for joy. 
 
Romans 6:1-5. What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 
By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried 
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
L: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word! 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.  
 

GOSPEL                    Dramatic Reading inspired by John 4:5-42 

 
SERMON             The Rev. Larry Wohlrabe 

Interim Bishop, Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  #777 “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” 

“Come to me, all pilgrims thirsty; drink the water I will give. 
If you knew what gift I offer, you would come to me and live.” 

Refrain: Jesus, ever-flowing fountain, give us water from your well. 
In the gracious gift you offer there is joy no tongue can tell. 

“Come to me, believers burdened; find refreshment in this place. 
Come, receive the gift I offer, turn to me and seek my face.” Refrain 

“Come to me, distressed and needy; I would be your trusted friend. 
Come and seek the gift I offer, come, your open hands extend.” Refrain 

 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

L:  O healing river,   
C: pour down Your waters, and heal Your people. 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



OFFERING      “Sons & Daughters”                Red River Worship 

The 2020 Assembly Offering will support the ministries of 
 the ELCA Global Missions for Central African Republic and South Sudan Lutheran Church in Fargo 

 Offering can be shared: 
Online at: http://www.eandsynod.org/donate 

Via Text to GIVE at 701-566-9775 (follow prompts) 
Mailed to: Eastern North Dakota Synod, PO Box 2019, Fargo, ND 58107-2019 

(Please note “SA Offering” in the memo) 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:  In the dry wildernesses of our lives, O Lord, you offer us living water. May we drink deeply of that 
living water, and drawing from your free and abundant well, be empowered and inspired to 
pass the cup of your grace to all who thirst. In the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
BLESSING 
 
SENDING SONG      “You are My Vision” 

You are my vision, O King of my heart; nothing else satisfies, only You Lord 
You are my best thought by day or by night: waking or sleeping, Your presence my light 

 
You are my wisdom, You are my true word; I ever with You, and You with me Lord 

You're my great Father, and I'm Your true son; You dwell inside me, together we're one  
 

High King of Heaven, when victory's won, may I reach Heaven's joy, O bright Heaven's Son 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O ruler of all 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O ruler of all 

 
DISMISSAL 

L:  Let us now gather in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God!  
 

OPENING OF THE ASSEMBLY 

L:  As in one body we have many members,  
C:  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.  

L:  Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,  
C:  I am there among them.  

L:  Live a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

C:  Let us pursue what makes for justice and peace, and for mutual upbuilding. 

L:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 

  



L:  Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us 
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things 
and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

L:  I declare this assembly to be in session in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 

The Rev. Erika Buller 
Associate Pastor, Bethel Lutheran Church, Wahpeton 
 
The Rev. Valerie Teppo 
Pastor, Petersburg-Dahlen Lutheran Parish, Petersburg & Dahlen 
 
The Rev. Karl Breddin 
Pastor, United Lutheran Church, Langdon 
 
Ms. Kari Mast 
Program Assistant, Park River Bible Camp, Park River 
 
Mr. Joshua Rau 
Synodically Authorized Minister, Sundahl & Ottawa Lutheran Churches, Aneta 
 
The Rev. Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 
Chaplain, Hospice of the Red River Valley, Grand Forks 
 
The Rev. Cassie Anderson 
Senior Pastor, Peace Lutheran Church, Fargo 
 
The Rev. Larry Wohlrabe 
Interim Bishop, Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA, Fargo 
 
The Rev. James Odden 
Pastor, Mountain View Ministry, Dunseith, Overly, & Rolette 
 
The Rev. Sherri Frederikson 
Pastor, Tri-County Ministry, McVille 
 
Red River Worship 
redriverworship.com  
  



BULLETIN COVER ART: “COME AND SEE” 

20x20 mixed media on canvas | artist: Sister Michelle Walka | inspired by a meeting at the well (John 4) | August 9, 2020 
  
I was inspired by the exuberance of the woman after her interaction with Jesus. Running back to her 
community she proclaims, “come and see!” I wonder about where this invitation shows up in and 
through our lives today. Last year, Beloved Art and Practice hosted an art show at synod assembly 
dwelling with the theme of being church together. This year’s assembly worship icon was created 
from the donated art from this time. Prayers and paint mixed together, as an image of life-giving and 
ever-flowing water emerges. “Come and see” echoes in these beautiful reflections of being church 
together, reminding us that we are not alone on this journey. “Come and see” becomes our own 
song as we are transformed by the waters of grace and forgiveness. “Come and see” urges us to 
continue along the way, paying attention to how God shows up in and for the sake of the world and 
how we are called to show up too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
Call to Worship 

Adapted from “Opening Prayer”, written by Carol Penner. Posted on Leading in Worship: 
http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/ 

Gathering Song 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”. Words: Robert Robinson. Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE, License #734476-A. All rights reserved. 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Adapted from “Thanksgiving for Baptism”, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, and “Thanksgiving for Baptism” in “Reluctant Joy: Easter 
Celebration in 2020”, South Dakota Synod of the ELCA. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #734476-A. All rights 
reserved. 

Hymn of Praise 
“Baptized and Set Free”. Text & Music by Cathy Skogen-Soldner, copyright © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE, License #734476-A. All rights reserved. 
Prayer of the Day 

“Prayer of the Day for Lent 3A”, from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE, License #734476-A. All rights reserved. 

Scripture Readings 
All scripture readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Gospel Acclamation 

Text & Music: copyright © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #734476-A. All rights reserved. 
Hymn of the Day 

“Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”. Words: Delores Dufner, OSB. Copyright © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict. Music: The Sacred Harp, 
Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected hymns, © 1985 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #734476-A. All 
rights reserved. 

Intercessory Prayers 
Christine Longhurst, in “Worship Resources for Lent & World Water Day”, 2013.  Posted on the Canadian Foodgrains 

Bank website.  http://foodgrainsbank.ca/lent_worship_resources.aspx 
Blessing 

Adapted from the Ecumenical Water Network’s Seven Weeks for Water campaign for World Water Day and posted on World 
Communion of Reformed Churches http://www.wcrc.ch/node/780 

Closing Song 
“You are My Vision”. Words & Music: copyright © 2012 Rend Collective. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #734476-A. 

All rights reserved.  
Dismissal 

Adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License 
#734476-A. All rights reserved. 

Opening of the Assembly 
“Opening of a Synod or Churchwide Assembly”, copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #734476-A. All rights reserved. 


