
 
 

EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA SYNOD ASSEMBLY CLOSING WORSHIP 
August 16, 2020 

 

 
GATHERING MUSIC 
 
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 

L:  We gather now in the name in which we are baptized, the name of the Creator, + Son, and  
Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

L:  Celebrating the good news of God’s life and love that are ours through Christ Jesus, let us give 
thanks to God for all who are called to proclaim the gospel.  

L:  For the vocations of pastor, deacon, and bishop, for those who lead churches and faith 
communities, for those whose life work is evangelical witness in word and deed, 

C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  For 50 years of women’s ordination in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and its 
predecessor bodies, 

C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  For the women of color who have been called by God to serve this church, 
C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  For the faithful service of LGBTQIA+ pastors who have enriched this church and for the 10 years 
since the policy change enabling them to serve publicly out and in partnered relationships. 

C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  For the work of seminary professors and staff, chaplains and administrators, those who work for 
nonprofits, and those who are retired from paid ministries, 

C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  For those who are discerning a call to serve Christ’s church, for those who are in candidacy, and 
for those in their internship congregations, 



C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  For the witness of Mary Magdalene, the dance of Miriam, the hospitality of Lydia, the prayer of 
Mary, the discernment of Deborah, the courage of Rahab, and the faithfulness of our biblical 
foremothers, 

C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  For witness of women in this church [church/synod], including … [insert names of local women 
leaders here], 

C:  We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

L:  Gracious and living God, we rejoice and give you thanks for your power on display throughout 
time and place, calling all kinds of people to be witnesses to your grace and power. We 
celebrate how the Spirit has blessed your church through the work of women and girls, including 
in this time and place. Guide us, as your people, into welcoming your prophets and teachers 
among us and hearing Christ’s good news through them. With gratitude, we pray.  

C:  Amen. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN               #419 “For All the Faithful Women”, vv. 1, 2, 8, & Last 

A digital “procession” of rostered women is displayed alongside the hymn lyrics 

For all the faithful women who served in days of old,  
To you shall thanks be given; to all, their story told.  

They served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave. 
To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your pow’r to save.  

 
O God, for saints and servants, those named and those unknown,  

In whom through all the ages your light of glory shone, 
We offer glad thanksgiving and fervent prayer we raise 

That, faithful in your service, our lives may sing your praise. 
 

Recall the outcast woman with whom our Lord conversed: 
Christ gave her living water to quench her deepest thirst. 

Like hers, our hearts are yearning; Christ offers us his word. 
Then may our lips be burning to witness to our Lord. 

 
All praise to God the Father! All praise to Christ the Son! 

All praise to God the Spirit, who binds the church as one! 
With saints who went before us, with saints who witness still,  

We sing glad alleluias and strive to do your will.  
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

L:  We are God’s people, sheep of the Spirit’s fold, lambs of Christ’s flock, sinners of God’s 
redeeming. 

C:  Amen. 
L:  Let us come before God, who already knows our hearts and welcomes our humility. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



L:  Loving God, 
C:  Our thoughts, our words, and our deeds are an open book to you. You have seen where we fall 

short. You know where we have strayed as individuals and as your church. In your mercy, 
forgive us and guide us into right ways of being—ways of welcome, paths of mercy, habits of 
grace— so that we may live renewed in the joy of our salvation, prepared, equipped, and ready 
to meet Christ In our neighbors and in your creation. Amen. 

L:  God’s ways are not our ways and God’s thoughts are not our thoughts. Before we were made, 
God brought creation out of nothing and peace out of chaos. In this same love, God unyokes 
you from sin and binds you to a new life and new living in Jesus Christ. Rejoice and be glad, 
Yours is the kingdom of God. 

C:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE           “And All the People Said Amen” 

You are not alone, if you are lonely; when you feel afraid, you're not the only 
We are all the same, in need of mercy, to be forgiven and be free 

It's all you got to lean on but thank God it's all you need 

Refrain: And all the people said Amen! And all the people said Amen! 
Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends! And all the people said Amen! 

If you're rich or poor, well it don't matter; weak or strong, we know love is what we're after 
We're all broken but we're all in this together; God knows we stumble and fall 

And God so loved the world he sent His Son to save us all Refrain 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, Who are torn apart 
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart 
Blessed are the people longing for another start 

For there's is the Kingdom, the Kingdom of God Refrain 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Most high God, you know our whole truth, and you give us refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
Continue to raise up girls and women to serve Christ’s church and strengthen all in the vocations 
to which you call us. And at the last, gather us with Miriam and the saints to dance on the safe 
side of the sea, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Exodus 15:19-21. When the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his chariot drivers went into the 
sea, the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them; but the Israelites walked through the 
sea on dry ground. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all 
the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them:  
“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;  
 horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
 
Psalm 57:1-3, 7-11.  
L:  Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of 

your wings I will take refuge, until the destroying storms pass by. 
C: I cry to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me. 



L:  He will send from heaven and save me, he will put to shame those who trample on me. God will 
send forth his steadfast love and his faithfulness. 

C: My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast. I will sing and make melody. 
L:  Awake, my soul! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn. 
C: I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to you among the nations. 
L:  For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; your faithfulness extends to the clouds. 
C: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. Let your glory be over all the earth. 
 
Galatians 3:26-29...for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there 
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

L:  Word of God, Word of Life.  
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word! 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.  
 
GOSPEL                 John 4:5-42 

L: The gospel of the Lord according to St. John, the fourth chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

 So [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. 
It was about noon.  
 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples 
had gone to the city to buy food.)  
 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 
Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)  
 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a 
drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”  
 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and 
his flocks drank from it?”  
 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of 
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  
 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.”  
 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.”  
 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 
 Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”  
 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”  



 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, 
he will proclaim all things to us.”  
 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?”  
 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, “Come and 
see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left 
the city and were on their way to him.  
 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”  
 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”  
 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?”  
 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do 
you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see 
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, 
and you have entered into their labor.”  
 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 
everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word.  
 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

L: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON                   The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                 Words: Julia Seymour  

Tune: “God of Grace & God of Glory” 

God who writes all people’s story, yours the glory in this hour; 
In the Spirit’s inventory, women can hold preaching pow’r. 

Ours the dancing, ours the singing for rejoicing in this hour, for rejoicing in this hour. 
 

Miriam sang of your salvation, dancing at the Red Sea’s shore. 
Healing grace brought new creation, faithful sister bled no more. 

God is faithful, we are grateful for God’s work in history, for God’s work in history. 
 

God, your love gives gifts of speaking prophecy and truth to pow’r; 
Open hearts of all who’re seeking, to be found by you this hour. 

Stronger witness, stronger mercy, Be the story that we live, Be the story that we live. 
 

In this world, you love our siblings Found in every race and clan. 
Jesus shown in many faces, Word for all since time began. 

Male & female, male & female, one in Christ to share God’s love, one in Christ to share God’s love. 



RECOGNITION OF CONGREGATIONAL MILESTONES & ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

L:  …Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

L:  …who taught us to pray:  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever. Amen. 

 



OFFERING      “Reckless Love”                 Red River Worship 

The 2020 Assembly Offering will support the ministries of 
 the ELCA Global Missions for Central African Republic and South Sudan Lutheran Church in Fargo 

 Offering can be shared: 
Online at: http://www.eandsynod.org/donate 

Via Text to GIVE at 701-566-9775 (follow prompts) 
Mailed to: Eastern North Dakota Synod, PO Box 2019, Fargo, ND 58107-2019 

(Please note “SA Offering” in the memo) 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

L:  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have blessed us with our bodies, our minds, our 
hearts, our communities, and the resources of this earth. Lead us and guide us to use these gifts 
in accordance with your will, for the sake of the one who is with us to the end, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  

C:  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 
SENDING SONG         #543 “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” 

Go my children with my blessing never alone.  
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love's baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

 
Go my children sins forgiven, at peace and pure.  

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son's story, here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go my children sins forgiven at peace and pure. 
 

Go my children fed and nourished, closer to me.  
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit's power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go my children fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

 
DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Share the good news.  
C: Thanks be to God! 
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